Professor Irena Hausmanowa-Petrusewicz will be remembered as a distinguished Polish neurologist, a leading scientist in the field of neuromuscular diseases and electromyography, a scientist well recognized in the international neurological society, and also as an extraordinary person who was always admired and respected by her peers. Work and research was always her highest priority but she also maintained a wide interest in different fields of sciences, arts, and politics. Discussions with the Professor did not concentrate on scientific topics only but she was always interested in opinions on current political affairs and cultural events. She was very demanding and critical of her co-workers while being simultaneously very friendly. She has always found time for discussion about personal lives of coworkers and friends offering her advice and always ready to help.
In seeking to address and resolve a scientific question, Professor Hausmanowa-Petrusewicz would always start from the actual patient she consulted. The patient took centre stage among her interests, and her attempt to help him or her always extended to the usage of every scientific method available. She possessed a special and unique ability to connect the narrow and often widely-separated disciplines. All those who studied and trained under her learnt the art of talking to patients. Even in the case of extremely severe and incurable neuromuscular disorders, she always found a best and kindest way to inform the sufferer. And, just a few weeks before she died, she was back at the Institute consulting with patients as ever, if now for the last time.
And the Professor could also boast of an exceptionally original sense of humour -a very complex matter might in this way be boiled down to just a single, well-chosen word of summary.
Professor Hausmanowa-Petrusewicz started her studies at the medical faculty university in Warsaw in 1935. During the World War II she left Warsaw and moved to Lvov to continue her medical studies. After getting her diploma in 1941 to the end of the war, she served in the Polish Army as a medical doctor in a field hospital.
